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and are, if anything, more capable of 
hitting our homeland, of hitting Eu-
rope, of hitting targets outside the 
Middle East, than is ISIS itself. 

First, we see that ISIS is engaged in 
war with the al-Nusra Front. Al-Nusra 
is a dedicated branch of al Qaeda, one 
of its more capable branches. So the 
destruction of ISIS will, to some de-
gree, empower al Qaeda and al-Nusra, 
since they are both rivals in fighting 
for support among extremist Sunnis. 

Second, on the list of ISIS’ foes is the 
Assad regime. Now, the very people 
who are attacking the President for 
not acting precipitously today were at-
tacking the President last year for not 
bombing the Assad regime. So they at-
tacked him last year for not bombing 
Assad and this year for not bombing 
Assad’s number one enemy. The only 
consistency here is you are attacking 
the President for not bombing some-
body. The fact is that Assad has the 
blood of many tens of thousands of peo-
ple on his hands, and his empower-
ment, his success in removing the ISIS 
problem that he has, will be one of the 
disadvantages of destroying ISIS. 

Third is Iran and Hezbollah. Iran and 
Hezbollah are waging war against ISIS 
today, and embody a greater long-term 
threat to the United States than ISIS. 
Keep in mind that Hezbollah killed 
hundreds of marines during the Reagan 
administration in Lebanon. Hezbollah 
and Iran, in working together, have 
conducted operations on a variety of 
different continents. There is all this 
talk about how there are numbers of 
people fighting with ISIS who have 
American passports, and they might 
come back and conduct an operation. 
There are those who are fighting with 
ISIS who have European passports who 
could go to Europe and conduct an op-
eration. That is ‘‘might.’’ Iran and 
Hezbollah have been conducting oper-
ations in South America, Europe, Asia 
for decades, and Iran came close to ef-
fectuating an assassination right here 
in Washington, D.C., just within the 
last decade. 

So, yes, it would be good to destroy 
ISIS, but let’s not kid ourselves. Those 
who would be empowered by that de-
struction include entities nearly as evil 
and probably more dangerous than 
ISIS itself. 

I bring up this complexity to argue 
against those who wonder why we 
didn’t just lash out immediately. Why 
do we need caution? We need caution 
because the situation is not as simple 
as an old Western movie where you 
have the good guy in a white hat and 
the bad guy in a black hat, and if the 
bad guy gets killed, there is peace and 
unity, and life is wonderful and re-
stored, and the good cowboy in the 
white hat rides off into the sunset with 
the schoolmarm. Al-Nusra is not a 
schoolmarm. Hezbollah is not a school-
marm. Iran is developing nuclear weap-
ons. The Middle East is not nearly as 
simple as the President’s detractors 
pretend. 

I look forward to doing something 
that Members of Congress don’t nec-

essarily look forward to doing, and 
that is taking responsibility and cast-
ing tough votes, but if we are going to 
be true to the Constitution, we will not 
allow to stay on the books in its 
present form a 2001 resolution that was 
adopted in the immediate aftermath of 
the terrible events that occurred 13 
years ago today. We will not allow that 
statement to be twisted and stretched 
and applied to situations well beyond 
its description. We will, instead, do 
what the Constitution requires of us, 
and that is to define: 

What is the President authorized to 
do, under these circumstances, for the 
goals that we have this decade and at 
this time? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2323. An act to amend chapter 21 of title 
5, United States Code, to provide that fa-
thers of certain permanently disabled or de-
ceased veterans shall be included with moth-
ers of such veterans as preference eligibles 
for treatment in the civil service; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 52 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Sep-
tember 15, 2014, at noon for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7024. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s 2014 report on the efforts of 
the Radiation Source Protection and Secu-
rity Task Force, in accordance with Section 
651(d) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7025. A letter from the President, Arab 
Parliament, transmitting a statement of the 
emergency meeting of the Arab Parliament’s 
Committee on Foreign Affairs related to the 
repercussions of the Israeli aggression on the 
Palestinian people; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

7026. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department 
of State, transmitting a memorandum of 
Justification for Action Under Section 
5(a)(6) of the Iran Sanctions Act; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

7027. A letter from the Speaker, Kuwait 
National Assembly, transmitting a letter 
calling attention to the continuous aggres-
sion by the Israeli forces on the Palestinian 
People; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7028. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a letter 
informing the Congress that approximately 

50 U.S. Armed Forces personnel were de-
ployed to the Central African Republic to 
support the resumption of the activities of 
the U.S. Embassy in Bangui; (H. Doc. No. 
113–154); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed. 

7029. A letter from the Executive Analyst, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

7030. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting eighteen reports pursuant to 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

7031. A letter from the Chairman, Merit 
Systems Protection Board, transmitting a 
report entitled, ‘‘Veteran Hiring in the Civil 
Service: Practices and Perceptions’’; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

7032. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Phased Retirement (RIN: 
3206-AM71) received August 14, 2014, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

7033. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Safety 
Zone, Patapsco River; Baltimore, MD [Dock-
et Number: USCG-2014-0201] (RIN: 1625-AA00) 
received August 14, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

7034. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2014-0005; Directorate 
Identifier 2013-NM-144-AD; Amendment 39- 
17890; AD 2014-13-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
August 11, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

7035. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2014-0004; Directorate 
Identifier 2013-NM-143-AD; Amendment 39- 
17900; AD 2014-14-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
August 11, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

7036. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; The Boeing Company 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0206; Direc-
torate Identifier 2012-NM-068-AD; Amend-
ment 39-17507; AD 2013-14-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received August 11, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

7037. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; The Boeing Company 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2014-0432; Direc-
torate Identifier 2014-NM-099-AD; Amend-
ment 39-17898; AD 2014-14-03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received August 11, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

7038. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; The Boeing Company 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2012-0863; Direc-
torate Identifier 2012-NM-108-AD; Amend-
ment 39-17883; AD 2014-13-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received August 11, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 
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